MY ALFORD KINFOLKS

        This is a history of the Alford family of South Alabama and the Florida Panhandle, descendents of Job Alford of Wake County, North Carolina; one which I have worked on for the last thirty years.  It is a living document and is far from complete.  Whereas there may be some mistakes, for the most part, it is an accurate reflection of the family.  I continue to get feedback and information from Alford descendents on a weekly basis.  As I help others with this collection, they help me make it more accurate and thorough.  I am very appreciative of all the assistance I have received.  Most of my information came from various members of the Alford family themselves, through personal interviews, telephone conversations, and written communications.  My personal interviews began in the Gaskin/Darlington area of Walton County, Florida in 1970 with the oldest Alfords still alive.  These included Jeremiah William Alford (and his son, William Alexander Alford), Richard and Iris Alford, Peggy Frinz Alford, Ella Mitchem, Clayton Alford, Burler Alford Mitchem, Etta Alford Nobles, Milbra and Emma Alford Beck, Purlis Alford, Lowery Lovell Alford, Arnie Pryor, Dwar Alford, Bundin Dempsey Alford of Ponce de Leon (my grandfather), Arthur Lee Alford, A.Z. Alford, and Bessie Mae Alford.  It would be impossible to list everyone that I exchanged letters and phone conversations with, but there were many that sent letters, church documents, bible records, and other sources of information.  I have visited cemeteries all over the Florida panhandle and South Alabama, including New Hope, Mt. Ida, Westville, Limestone, Magnolia, Oak Grove, Gaskin Baptist, Sandy Creek, Ponce de Leon, Pleasant Grove, Piney Grove, Traveler’s Rest, Darlington Methodist, New Home, Cluster Springs, Holt, Eden Baptist Church, Wewahitchka, Apalachicola, Almarante, Crestview, Early and many others.  I have traveled to North and South Carolina, as well as Harris, Troup and Bartow Counties in Georgia.  Another major source of information has been census records, marriage records, death records, birth records, land deeds, and draft registries, and obituaries.  I also researched online with the LDS records, however, be wary of some of these.  I found many obvious inaccuracies, including information on my own grandfather.  The Alford Family Association also was of great help with their online forum, newsletters, and letters.  They are a must for any Alford researcher.  Don’t leave home without them.  

     I would like to discuss briefly one major area of uncertainty.  I have listed a William Henry Alford as the youngest son of Job Alford.  For a while I believed him to be the oldest son of John Turner Alford.  The old Alfords told me that John Turner had two brothers that came to the wiregrass with him, “Miles” and “Houston”.  “Miles” is certainly Henry Miles Alford, and “Houston” is certainly the W.H. Alford who was the minister of Limestone Church.  The “W” definately stood for William and the “H”, apparently stood for Houston.  Bible records, however, show that his name was William Henry Alford.  I was speaking to William Alexander Alford, son of the deceased Jeremiah William Alford, the other day, and he had also heard the name “Houston” and that the old Alfords had always spoke of W.H. Alford of Limestone Church as the “baby brother” of John Turner, making him a son of Job Alford.  While interviewing Purlis Alford back in 1978, he stated to me, that he thought “Houston’s” first name might have been “William.”  My only concern is, that in the 1830 census of Talbot County, Georgia, Job apparently had no children less than ten years of age.  There could have been explanations for this, however, such as, maybe William Henry was living with a brother or other relatives.

      On the Georgia front, Laura Alford White of Bartow County, Ga. is researching the descendents of William H. Alford (b. 1811), brother of John Turner Alford and son of Job Alford.  She is also running into a lot of confusion over the many William Alfords, including one that died in 1834 that we have no record of.

       (1) Job Alford (1763-1851) was the forefather of the Alfords who came to Geneva County, Alabama; Walton County, Florida; and Holmes County, Florida in the mid-1800s.  Today he has descendents in virtually every county of the Florida panhandle.  He was born about 1763 in what was then Granville County, North Carolina (current Franklin County) to his parents, Julius C. Alford (1717-1771) and Lucy (Newton) Alford.  Julius and his brothers, Goodrich, Warren, and Lodowick Alford had left New Kent County, Virginia around 1739 and moved to two areas in what was then Bertie County in northern North Carolina: the Crooked Creek-Tar River area of current Franklin County and in the case of Lodowick’s sons, the Little Creek area in current Durham County (formerly Wake County).  Both of these areas were homes to substantial Alford settlements between 1740 and 1820.  In 1741 Julius C. Alford, a North Carolina militiaman in 1754, was cut into newly formed Edgecomb County, then in 1746 cut into Granville County, then in 1764 cut into Bute County, and finally into newly formed Franklin County in 1779.  In July of 1768 Julius filed his will in St. John’s Parrish of then Bute County (now Franklin).  He died in November of 1771 at the age of 54.

        Job Alford’s birthplace was on his father’s plantation, where Crooked Creek flows into the Tar River, just about 4 miles southeast of the current town of Bunn, North Carolina.  This was just inside current Franklin County from Nash County.  Julius was the son of James Alford (1687-1730) of New Kent County, Virginia.  James was the son of John Alford, Sr. (1645-1710) of New Kent County, Virginia.  In 1790 the Federal Census for North Carolina lists Job as a single man living in the Louisburg District (town of Bunn) of Franklin County, near the Tar River.  He was listed also as the owner of six slaves.  Job’s older brother, John Alford, lived nearby.  Also living nearby was his widowed mother, Lucy Newton Alford (his father, Julius, had died in 1771).  Brothers Isaac and Goodrich are not shown as heads of household in 1790; I would assume they must have been living with a brother, or were simply missed.  By around 1792 Job Alford married.  The name of his wife is unknown, however much circumstantial evidence points to his wife being a Sarah Turner (abt 1765-abt 1843).  In the same area of Wake County where the Job lived in the early 1790s was a family of Turners.  There was a Simon Turner and his wife Nancy Ann Smith Turner living nearby.  Simon and Ann Turner had several children, including a John Turner, Mary Turner and others.  It is also possible there could have been a Sarah Turner.  John Turner (1770-1787) died as a teenager.  Simon Turner also had an uncle named John Turner.  The name, John Turner, ran in this family back for several generations.  It is my proposal that Job and his wife named John Turner Alford, their second son, after his wife’s young brother who died as a teenager.   Three of Job’s children, John Turner, Fada, and Henry Miles, named their first female child Sarah Ann.  One naming convention of the day was to name the first female child after the paternal grandmother.  This leads me to the theory that, Job’s wife was Sarah Turner.

         There were no males shown living with Job’s mother, Lucy, in 1790.  By 1800 Job had moved west to edge of Wake County, North Carolina, settling near his 1st Cousin James Lodowick Alford, where he showed as a married head-of-household (2 sons under 10, 2 daughters under 10) with one slave.  The two sons under 10 were apparently Clinton and John Turner Alford, and the two daughters were apparently Fada, John Turner’s twin sister, and possibly Susan or Sarah.  On July 16, 1802, Job was one of several purchasers in the estate sale of the deceased David Bagwell, of Wake County.  Seven years later, on March 16, 1809, he once again participated as a buyer in the estate sale of Miles Previtt of Wake County.  Wake County paid Job on April 5, 1811 to travel to Virginia to attend a court proceeding.  The last documented record of Job living in Wake County was on August 20, 1814, when he was the bondsman at the marriage of Matilda Alford and William Owens.  There were several Alfords living near him in this area of Wake County in 1800, including, Hudson, Cade, and James Lodowick Alford.  Several other Alfords, including Goodrich, Isaac, John, and Kinchen, lived in and around the old Alford homestead in Franklin County around the Crooked Creek-Tar River area, where their father, Julius lived and was buried.  The town of Louisburg exists to this day.  Job left North Carolina after the War of 1812 (in 1815, as he was still on the Wake County tax list in 1814 – but not 1815) and headed towards Jones County, Georgia, to join his older brother Goodrich, who had drawn land there in 1811.  Another older brother, Jacob, had moved to Montgomery County, Georgia in the 1790s, but soon moved on to Louisiana.  Brother, Isaac stayed in Franklin County, where he lived out his life.  Job’s oldest brother, John stayed in Franklin County until around 1826, when he moved to Greene County, Alabama to live near his sons, Abraham Alford and Jacob Alford, both first cousins of Job.  Job may have stopped and lived in South Carolina for a couple years from about 1815-1816, as his probable son, Henry Miles Alford, was listed on later censuses as being born in South Carolina in 1815.  In 1977, a descendent of Job, by way of his son, William H. Alford, wrote a letter to a friend, stating that the Alford’s came through South Carolina and through the town of Hartwell, Georgia on their way to Jones County.  By 1817 Job had arrived in Jones County, Georgia, as he, and his son, Clinton, were on the tax list there in that year.  In 1820 he was listed on the Jones County census, living in the Clinton Township.  That year he was granted land in Early County in the 1820 land lottery, but apparently never moved there.  Three of Job’s children, John Turner, Clinton, and Julius Charles became members of the New Hope Baptist Church on Caney Creek in Jones County.  The church still in operation (3/10/2000) and is located three miles northeast of Dames Ferry.  Also a member was Elizabeth Stilwell, the future Mrs. William Henry Alford, another son of Job Alford.  Her father, Shadrick Stilwell was another member.  Clinton, Georgia still exists today and is on Highway 129, 12 miles north of Macon.  Job’s older brother, Goodrich was also in Jones County in 1820.  It appears Goodrich died around 1825-27 in Jones County.  He had several children, to include probable sons, Goodrich, Jr. and Jeptha.  Job won land in the Monroe County land lottery in 1821, causing another westward move probably around 1822 (son, Clinton, was dismissed from New Hope Primitive Baptist church in Jones County by letter in 1823 – meaning they had probably moved already to Upson) to the part of that county to become Upson County in 1824.  Here, sons John Turner, William H. and daughter Phada were married in the mid-1820s.  Job was in Upson County until at least 1827.  Around 1828-1829 he moved to Talbot County, immediately west of Upson County.  In 1830 Job, as well as several of his children were listed on the federal census for Talbot County, Georgia, but by 1833 (letter dated 10/1/1833 at Hamilton Post Office addressed to his son William H.) he was in Harris County, Georgia.  On October 18, 1850, the federal census shows him in the Osborn Mill District of Harris County (town of Mulberry Grove) where he lived until his death about 1851.  Also in 1850, Job’s granddaughter, Sarah Ann Moore Hadley (daughter of Phada Alford Moore), lived two houses from him, with her husband.  His daughter, Phada, and her husband, Thomas Moore, lived eight houses away.  One unsolved mystery is the fact that we cannot find Job on the 1840 census.  In later years he lived with his daughter, Elizabeth, and probable granddaughter, Rebecca Ann.  Although it is not proven, Job was probably buried at the Blue Springs Cemetery, where his daughter, Phada, and her family were buried.  This was the general area cemetery.  Job and his wife Sarah Turner Alford (theory) had the following children:

(2) Sarah Ann        (abt 1792-aft 1830)        b. Franklin Co., N.C.      m. ?

(3) Clinton             (1798-aft 1840)              b. Wake County, N.C.    m. Martha Slaughter (4) John Turner     (3/18/1800-12/10/1871) b. Wake County, N.C.    m. Elizabeth Moore

(5) Phada               (3/18/1800-2/26/1880)   b. Wake County, N.C.    m. Thomas S. Moore

(6) Elizabeth          (1802-aft 1850)              b. Wake County, N.C.    m. ?

(7) Julius Charles    (1805-aft 1840)              b. Wake County, N.C.    m. ?

(8) William H.       (1811-aft 1860)              b. Wake County, N.C.    m. Elizabeth Stilwell

(9) Henry Miles     (1815-abt 1883)             b. South Carolina            m. Mary Boyington

(10) Mary R.          (abt 1820-?)                   b. Jones Co., Ga.             M. unknown

(11) William Henry (9/3/1825-11/21/1898) b. Upson Co., Ga.       M. Eliza Webb

      So why did John Turner Alford and his sons leave Georgia and migrate to the Wiregrass area of South Alabama and Northwest Florida?  Following the Treaty of Euchola between the United States and the Cherokee Nation in 1838, large tracts of undeveloped land in Alabama and Florida were opened up to white settlement.  There were still some problems with the Creek Indians in Walton County in the late 1830s.  The Indian War of 1836-37 in Florida was mainly fought in Walton County (including the current counties of Okaloosa, Holmes, Washington, and Santa Rosa).  The war was spurred by several massacres of early white settlers in northern Walton County, near the Limestone area that soon became home to the Alfords and allied families.  The Creek Indians had been chased into the Florida Panhandle from their native lands in Georgia and Alabama in the 1820s and 1830s.  On February 28, 1837, Creek Indians, escaping into Florida, killed the Alberson Family, on the Alabama-Florida line.  Many other missing families were believed dead.  For the most part these refugee Creeks tried to live in peace with the white settlers, but there continued to be incidents between local white militia and renegade Creeks.  A Creek party was defeated and captured at Battle Creek in current Gadsden County on April 29, 1837.  A white militia surrounded a Creek party near the Choctawhatchie River on May 19, 1837.  Lasting several days, the Creeks were defeated and were sent to Pensacola to be shipped west.  In July of 1837, Colonel Brown of Jackson County defeated the Creeks in two battles on the Shoal River in current Okaloosa County and on Alaqua Creek in Walton County.  Many of the Creeks, by this time, had decided to escape south and join the Seminoles, however many Creeks stayed in the area and were gradually assimilated into white society in the 1840s and 1850s.  Hostilities erupted shortly again in August 1842 after the Creeks murdered the Perkins family near Orange Hill in current Washington County.  On November 28, 1842 a local white militia found a Creek village on Wrights Creek in current Holmes County.  The militia took no prisoners and killed 22 Indians.  By 1844 most of the Creeks had given up hope and surrendered.  Florida became a state in 1845.  However, there were still reports of Creek raids into the 1850s.  But for the most part any Creeks in the area by then had assimilated into either white or black society.  Between the Indian War and the Civil War there was a period of prosperity in Walton County.  The settlers were mainly farmers and cattle raisers (there were 10,000 cattle in the county according to the 1840 agricultural census.  There were 1,461 white residents of Walton County in 1840.  By 1850, five years after Florida became a state, there were 1850 residents in the county.  There was a great opportunity to improve one’s status in life, by developing cheap land, as well as offering an opportunity to start over in life, if one had existing or past problems.  For whatever the reasons, John Turner Alford, his brother Henry Miles Alford, and children left Harris County, Georgia in the mid 1840s, to settle in what are now the counties of Coffee and Geneva in Alabama and Walton and Holmes in Florida.  It actually appears that John Turner’s younger brother (there is also a theory that this was his youngest son), William Henry Alford had left Georgia and settled in Pike County around 1850.  He had stayed behind in Harris County when his brothers left to go to Alabama.  He was soon married in Muscogee County (next to Harris County) and then left for Pike County, Alabama.  Turner’s brothers, Clinton, Julius Charles, and William H., as well as sisters, Fada, Sarah, and Elizabeth stayed behind in Georgia.

      (11) William Henry Alford, youngest son of Job Alford, was born on September 3, 1825 in Upson County, Georgia.  I have identified William as the brother of John Turner Alford by some very strong circumstantial evidence.  In the 1870 Walton County, Florida census he was living next door to John Turner, and William named a son after John Turner (as well as after Julius Caesar and Henry Miles, two other brothers).  In February 17, 1848 William Henry married Eliza Louviza Webb of Elbert County, Georgia (11/4/1829-11/11/1857) in Muscogee County, Ga., probably in the city of Columbus.  Jefferey Oats performed the service.  Eliza was the daughter of Fortunatus and Sara Webb, also of Harris County, Georgia.  Fortunatus Webb was the coroner of Harris County, Georgia in 1835.  Eliza had a first cousin, Phillip Elkane (Elkanna) Webb, who was living with William Henry’s nephew, William Floyd Alford in 1860.  Like William, his Father-in-Law was a Baptist minister.  Muscogee County bordered Harris County, where William grew up.  In 1849 he left the Harris/Muscogee County, Ga. area and moved to Coosa County, Alabama (north of Montgomery, Al.), where in the 1850 federal census, he was listed as an overseer on a plantation.  This move was probably in concert with the move of his father-in-law, Fortunatus Webb, who settled nearby.  William also apparently followed Mr. Webb into the ministry.  In about 1856 William moved south to Pike County, Alabama (Mount Ida area), probably to take over a ministry there.  On November 11, 1857, William’s wife, Eliza died in Pike County.  William and Eliza had five children together. On November 16, 1859 William re-married to Narcissus Pudgett (b. 1839 in Muscogee County, Ga.) in Butler County, Alabama.  William and his family were listed on the 1860 Pike County census.  On August 25,1861 William’s 2nd wife, Narcissus, died during childbirth in Butler County, Alabama.  She possibly was in the home of her parents in Butler County during this time. After losing his 2nd wife, William married his 3rd wife, Samantha M. Owens (4/1839-1/28/1921) on February 17, 1863 in Pike County, Alabama.   Shortly after marriage, on September 22, 1863, William joined the Confederate Navy and served until the end of the war in 1865.  Upon returning from the war, in around 1866, William moved to Butler County, Alabama.  His stay there was short-lived as in September 1867 he moved to Walton County, Florida (according to daughter’s Civil War pension application), where he was listed on the federal census as living in the Gaskin/Darlington area.  His occupation was a teacher and minister.  Here he finally caught up with his brother, John Turner Alford.  In 1870 William Henry was living next door to John Turner in the Limestone area, near Darlington.  William Henry was the founder and first minister of Limestone Baptist Church near Darlington, Florida.  In about 1871, shortly after the death of his brother, John Turner Alford, William Henry moved to the Sandy Creek area of Holmes County, Florida, not far from Lake Cassidy.  The move was probably an effort to reside centrally in the middle of all the churches he preached at.  In 1878 he was the Pastor of Sandy Creek and New Hope Baptist Churches in Holmes County.  In 1879 he took on the additional pastorship of Limestone Baptist Church near Darlington in Walton County.  In 1880, he shows on the census in the Sandy Creek area, six houses away from his daughter, Emma, and her husband, Abner Vaughn.  Also not far away, were his daughter Alice and her husband, Daniel Smith.  In 1880 he was Pastor of Sandy Creek, New Hope, Limestone, and Mt. Zion Baptist Churches in Holmes and Walton Counties. William’s brother-in-law (by his first wife), Thomas J. Webb, was the church clerk at New Hope in 1880.  Another brother-in-law, William H. Webb, was also active in the area churches as a clerk and messenger.  The last mention I have found of William Henry in the Limestone Church records, as minister is August 27, 1881.  He was still the pastor of Sandy Creek and New Hope Baptist Churches in 1881.  His son-in-law, Daniel Smith, husband of daughter, Alice Alford Smith, was his clerk at New Hope Church in 1881.  Around 1882 William, Samantha, and family went to Texas (probably Shelby County), probably in an attempt to join up with their son, Thomas James Alford, who had left for Texas in 1879.  Family legend has it that he was accompanied by two unknown family members outside his immediate family.  In 1886, according to his wife’s widow’s pension, the family moved to Shelby County, Texas, near the town of Spivey (no longer exists), 7 miles north of Center.  William Henry died in Shelby County on November 21, 1898 (10/23/1897 on tombstone), according to his wife’s pension application.  His burial was at North Jericho Cemetery in Shelby County, about 7 miles north of Center, Texas on Jericho Creek (at the end of CR 3671).  On June 12, 1900, while still a resident of Shelby County, Samantha, his wife, filed for a widow’s Confederate pension, which was granted on July 12, 1900.  In 1900 the recently widowed Samantha was listed living as a boarder with Martha Braly in Shelby County, Texas.  Apparently, one of Samantha’s sons married one of Martha’s daughters, as there was a Willie Alford listed as Martha’s grandson.  The census also showed that Samantha had 7 children, with 6 living in 1900.  Willie Alford (born 10/1889 in Texas) must have been the son of John Turner Alford, son of William Henry and Samantha Alford, who we lost track of after leaving Florida.  In 1910 Samantha was living with her son, Samuel B. Alford in Newton County, Texas.  Samantha M. Alford died on January 28, 1921 of heart        disease in Port Neches, Texas (Jefferson County), at the home of her son, Henry Miles Alford, with whom she had moved in with in the summer of 1920.  According to her Mortuary Warrant, she was taken by train to Shelby County and buried at North Jericho Cemetery in Shelby County, near Spivey.  William Henry Alford had the following children by his 1st wife, Eliza:

(43) William Lafayette   (2/22/1849-12/10/1918) b. Coosa County, Al.  m. Ursula Moore

(44) Mary Indiana Francis (5/22/1850-1897)   b. Coosa County, Al.       m. Ruben Davis

(45) Emma Eliza            (4/12/1852-10/17/1915)  b. Coosa Co., Al.      m. Abner Vaughan

(46) Alice Booney
   (3/10/1854-5/26/1936)   b. Coosa County, Al.  m. Daniel Smith

(47) Thomas James        (11/11/1857- 8/20/1931)  b. Pike County, Al.   m. Catherine Neal

By his 2nd wife Narcissus “Narcy”, his children were:

(47a) Chorner Alexander  (8/25/1861-9/28/1861)  b. Butler County, Al.  m. died young

By his 3rd wife Samantha, his children were as follows:

(48) Susan Antoinette       (12/15/1863-aft 1900)  b. Pike County, Al.    m. Unknown

(49) John Turner               (4/16/1867-1891)    b. Butler County, Al.     m. Lenora Braly

(50) Henry Miles              (5/5/1868-1/3/1924) b. Walton County, Fla.   m. Leila Sandlin

(51) Julius Charles            (2/23/1872-aft 1900) b. Walton County, Fla.   m. Lillie Brown

(52) Samantha                   (1874-aft 1900)      b. Holmes County, Fla.    m. Unknown

(53) Sarah                          (1877-aft 1900)      b. Holmes County, Fla.    m. Unknown

(53a) Samuel B.          (8/11/1880-6/18/1952) b. Holmes Co., Florida      M. Ethel MurrayNow, we will look at the children of William Henry Alford, son of Job Alford. 

        (43) William Lafayette Alford was born on February 22, 1849 in Coosa County, Alabama.  He grew up in Coosa County and later in Pike County, Alabama.  Having lost his mother, Eliza, in 1857 at the age of 8, he was living with his second stepmother, Samantha.  In 1867 William moved to Walton County, Florida with his parents, living next door to his Uncle John Turner Alford.  In 1871 he married Ursula Moore (1/26/1842-1928), daughter of Lovell (1795-1878) and Elizabeth Bennett Moore, (b. Randolph County, Ga.) in Walton County, Florida and soon moved to the Lake Cassidy area of Holmes County, not far from Ponce de Leon.  His homestead was about one mile west of Sandy Creek Baptist Church, on the dirt road. William Lafayette showed on the 1885 Florida State census for Holmes County, living next door to his sister Alice Booney Alford Smith and brother-in-law, Daniel Smith.  A farmer, by occupation, he was still there in 1900 according to the federal census.  William Lafayette, a literate man, died on December 10, 1918 (death certificate) in Holmes County at home near Bridge Creek.  Leslie Davis, a cousin of this author, a childhood neighbor, relates an interesting story about “old Mr. Alford.”  Around 1917, a year before his death, William Lafayette was traveling in his buggy on the Limestone to Red Bay road and got stuck in the mud.  Leslie’s mother sent him (age 7 at the time) to help him out.  William Lafayette’s wife Ursula, known as “Sula” died in Holmes County in 1928, at 86 years of age, and is buried at Sandy Creek Cemetery in Holmes County.  “Sula” had moved to Walton County in 1850 with her parents and siblings.  Her brothers, Lovell, Ezra, William, George Washington, and John S. also settled in Walton County.  She was listed on the 1920 Holmes County census as a widow, living with her son, Charles Lovell Ezra Alford, in the Bridge Creek Precinct, near Ponce de Leon.   According to death certificates, both were supposedly buried at Sandy Creek Baptist Church Cemetery, but the graves cannot be found.  William Lafayette and “Sula” Alford had the following children:

(139) Savannah                (1872-abt 1892)           b. Holmes County, Fla.  m. unknown

(140) William Chorner  (5/17/1874-6/7/1911)  b. Holmes County, Fla.  m. Hattie Scott

(141) Charles Lovell Ezra (2/23/1877-7/19/1968) b. Holmes Co., Fla. m. Becky Nowling

(142) Elizabeth Alice        (9/1881-abt 1909)       b. Holmes County, Fla. m. Unknown

       (44) Mary “Mattie” Indiana Francis Alford, daughter of William Henry Alford, was born on May 22, 1850 in Coosa County, Alabama.  She spent most of her teenage years in Coosa and Pike Counties in Alabama, but in 1867, she moved to Walton County, Florida with her parents. In 1870 she was shown living at home with her parents in Darlington, Florida.  About 1872 she married Ruben Davis (1852-unknown  / b. Alabama – found living with his mother, Clara Davis in 1860 Holmes County census), probably in Holmes County.  They moved across the state-line to Geneva County, Alabama shortly after marriage in 1872.  Around 1878, Ruben and “Mattie” moved to the East Bay/Holley area of south Santa Rosa County, Florida, where they showed on the 1880 federal census.  This was in the same area where Mary Indiana’s Uncle Henry Miles Alford was living.  By 1885 they had moved back to Holmes County, possibly to live in Ruben’s mother’s old house.  She had died about this time.  The couple is shown living in the New Hope Community in Holmes County (state census) in 1885.  At that time, Mary’s brother, Henry Miles Alford, was living with them.  Although I have no proof, Mary apparently died 1897 during childbirth.  Mary’s minor children, born from 1885-1897, were living in Shelby County, Texas in 1900 with their Uncle, Henry Miles Alford.  The last child, Margaret L. Davis, was born in Florida in March of 1897.  It is not known when her husband died.  Nothing else is known about her.  Mary Indiana Alford Davis had the following known children:  Hattie Davis (1873- ? / b. Geneva Co., Al.), Burnsting Davis (1875-? / b. Geneva Co., Al), Dal Davis (1877-? / b. Geneva Co., Al), Unnamed daughter (1880-?), Martha Davis (5/1885-unknown / b. Holmes County, Fla.), Elizabeth Davis (3-1887-unknown / b. Holmes County, Fla.), Jesse Leon Davis (2/1891-unknown / b. Holmes County, Fla.), Thomas James Davis (7/1892-unknown / b. Holmes County, Fla.), William F. Davis (11/1893-unknown / b. Holmes County, Fla.), and Margaret L. Davis (3/1897-unknown / b. Holmes County, Fla.).

       (45) Emma Eliza Alford, daughter of William Henry Alford, was born in in Coosa County, Alabama (Wetumpka) on April 12, 1852.  In 1867 she moved with her parents to Walton County, Florida.  On January 27, 1870 she married Abner Michael Vaughan (9/16/1841-5/9/1905) in Holmes County, Florida.  The couple shortly moved to the Lake Cassidy (Sandy Creek) area of Holmes County, Florida, apparently due to the move there of Emma’s parents.  From 1878-1880, Emma’s brother-in-law, John Angus Vaughan, served as clerk of New Hope Baptist Church, under her father, William Henry Alford.  In 1880, the federal census shows them living six houses away from Emma’s parents in the Sandy Creek community.  By 1900 (Federal Census) the couple had moved to the Matthew’s Mill community (near New Hope) of Holmes County near the Alabama line off of Highway 2.  Emma, a very literate lady, lived in Holmes County (in the New Hope community) the rest of her life, and died there on October 17, 1915.  She is buried at Mt. Ida Methodist Church near New Hope (Holmes County).  Abner, who preceded her in death in 1905 is also buried there.  On December 12, 1905 Emma was approved for a CSA Widow’s pension for her deceased husband.  Emma and Abner had the following children: Giles Bowers Vaughn (10/27/1870-2/6/1916 / b. Holmes County, Fla. / m. Vitrell C. Matthews), Mary Vaughan (9/27/1872-7/31/1910 / b. Walton County / m. J.P. Cowan), Fenner Vaughan (11/3/1877-10/3/1912 / d. in Cottondale, Fla. (Washington County), Millard Alford Vaughan (4/14/1883-2/14/1913 / m. Nellie ? – 3/18/1888-10/26/1972), Oscar Vaughan (1/13/1881-12/27/1961 / m. Mary Etna Howell), Alma Camilla Vaughan (1/1/1890-7/1968 / m. John Thomas Edwards 1905 / buried Kabrich Cemetery in Arcadia, Fla.), Margaret “Maggie” Vaughan (12/1875-aft 1900), and Henry Vaughan.  Tommie Lee Petty McNair, a descendent of Emma, through her son Giles Bowers Vaughan, is currently helping research this family.

    (46) Alice Booney Alford, daughter of William Henry Alford, was born on March 10, 1854 in Coosa County, Alabama.  She spent most of her childhood years in Pike County, Alabama, however, in 1867 she moved to Walton County, Florida with her parents.  In 1870 she is shown living at home with her parents.  In about 1872, Alice, a literate woman, married Daniel Smith (1/16/1852-1/22/1935) in Holmes County.  They set up their homestead in the Sandy Creek area of Holmes County immediately after marriage.  In 1880 (federal census) the couple still lived in the Sandy Creek area of Holmes County, not far from her sister, Emma, and her father William H. Alford.  Her cousin Jane Alford Tadlock and her husband Benjamin lived two houses away.  In 1885 (state census), Alice and Daniel Smith were living next door to William Lafayette Alford, Alice’s brother, who had taken over his father’s land.  William Henry Alford had gone to Texas around 1882.  From 1881 to 1885 Alice’s husband, Daniel Smith, was the clerk at New Hope Baptist Church in Holmes County, serving for a while under his father-in-law, William Henry Alford, the pastor.  Sometime in the early 1890s (after their last child was born), the family moved to Bristol, Florida (Liberty County), just southeast of Holmes County.  In 1900 (Federal Census) they were shown living in Bristol.  They lived there the rest of their lives.  Daniel died in 1935 and “Booney” died a year later, on May 26, 1936.  They are buried at Lake Mystic Cemetery just south of Bristol.  “Booney” and Daniel Smith had the following children:  Mary L. Smith (1873-unknown / b. Holmes County), Daniel Matthew Smith (9/6/1875-6/27/1898 / b. Holmes County / d. Liberty County), Mahala F. Smith (4/15/1878-12/4/1959 / b. Holmes County d. Liberty County / m. 11/17/1899 Henry Mitch Strickland), Alice Serena Smith (2/9/1880-10/18/1927 / b. Holmes County / m. 12/30/1901 Augustus Benton / died Liberty County), Nettie E. Smith (3/6/1885-4/24/1963 / m. W.A. Preacher / b. Holmes County d. Liberty County), Ellen Genora Smith (2/1888-1943 / b. Holmes County / m. 9/22/1913 Jacob Oscar Colvin / d. Liberty County), and Gypsy L. Smith (5/8/1889-12/1979 / b. Holmes County d. Polk County, Fla. / m. ? Crowder).

    (47) Thomas James “Tom” Alford, son of William Henry Alford, was born on November 11,1857 in Pike County, Alabama.  His mother, Eliza, died after giving birth to him. He was named after his maternal uncle, Thomas James Webb.  Around 1867 he moved with his parents to Walton County, Florida.  In 1871 he moved with his family from Walton County to Holmes County, Florida in the Lake Cassidy area.  Thomas James married Catherine W. Neal (9/9/1844-2/9/1909) in 1876 in Holmes County.   Catherine was the daughter of David and Margaret Neal of Holmes County.  David Neal was the Church Clerk at Sandy Creek Baptist Church under Thomas’s father, Rev. William Henry Alford, from 1878-1880.  The family shows on the 1880 Federal Census for Holmes County.  Around 1882 James headed for East Texas, with his parents, apparently leaving his wife and children in Florida.  Catherine, James’s wife, was shown living near Westville, Florida (Holmes County) in 1900 as head-of-household, with her two children.  She died February 9, 1909 in Holmes County, and is buried at the Westville City Cemetery.  Thomas James moved back from Texas, to the New Hope area of Holmes County, in the early 1900’s. It is not known whether or not he rejoined his wife, Catherine.  In 1919 James married Lena Simmons (8/1879-unknown) of Westville and settled in Westville after marriage.  Lena was born, Eva Lena Stanton, daughter of Chalmers Stanton of Westville.  Her first husband was Joseph Simmons, who died around 1912.  Thomas James “Tom” Alford was shown on the federal census, as living in Holmes County, Florida with Lena in 1920.  He also had four Simmons stepchildren (Charles “Charlie” Simmons b. 1904, Hollie Simmons b. 1906, Ira Simmons b. 1908, and Mabel Simmons b. 1911).  Thomas James Alford died on August 20, 1931 (death certificate) in Holmes County.  His step-grandson, Thomas Simmons of New Hope, Florida says he remembers “Tom” Alford riding him around in a wagon in the early 1930s.  At the time of death, his residence was listed as No. 1 Florida Route 2, just inside the Alabama line.  His doctor was J.W. Beasley of Geneva, Alabama.  According to his death certificate, Thomas was involved in the grocery business. He was buried at the Mt. Ida Cemetery (grave unmarked) near New Hope, Florida in Holmes County.   Lena Alford is buried at Westville Cemetery with her first husband.  Thomas James had no children with Lena.  Thomas James and Catherine Alford had the following children:

(143) Margaret Louise (7/1877-aft 1905)       b. Holmes Co., Florida   m. Herbert Thorton

(144) William David   (4/17/1879-4/15/1958)   b. Holmes Co., Florida   m. never married

      (48) Susan Antoinette Alford, daughter of William Henry and Samantha, was born on December 15, 1863 in Pike County, Alabama.  In 1867 she moved to Walton County, Florida with her parents.  In 1870 she is shown living with her parents, near Darlington, Florida.  Nothing else is known of her.

      (49) John Turner Alford, son of William Henry Alford, named after his Uncle John Turner Alford, was born on April 16, 1867 in Butler County, Alabama.  Soon after birth his parents moved to Walton County, Florida, where he grew up, along with Holmes County later on.  He moved to Shelby County, Texas, as a teenager, around 1882 with his parents.  In 1888 be married Lenora Braly (1866-1900) in Shelby County.  It appears that John died about 1891 in Shelby County, Texas, as Willie was living with his maternal grandmother, Mary Braly, in 1900.  There were no other children born after 1889.  His mother, Lenora, and his paternal grandmother, Samantha Owens Alford, were also living in the same household.  John and Lenora had one child:

(145) William “Willie”     (10/1889-aft 1900)   b. Shelby Co., Texas        m. unknown

      (50) Henry Miles Alford, son of William Henry Alford, named after his Uncle Henry Miles Alford, was born on May 5, 1868 in Walton County, Florida.   He moved with his parents to Holmes County around 1875, just next door to Walton County.  In 1885 (state census) Henry, a railroad worker, had moved from home, and was living with his sister, Mary Indiana, and her husband, Ruben Davis, in the New Hope community of northern Holmes County. Around 1886 he moved to Shelby County, Texas, apparently in an attempt to join up with his parents, William Henry and Samantha M. Alford, who had also settled there in 1886.  About 1890, in Shelby County, Texas, he married his wife Leila Estelle Sandlin (6/9/1872-11/5/1958), daughter of Reverend Jesse B. Sandlin, a fellow minister of Henry’s father, William Henry Alford.  Henry Miles, a carpenter by occupation, was living still in Shelby County, Texas, in 1900, according to the federal census.  At this time he was raising the children of his apparently deceased sister, Mary Indiana Alford Davis.  By 1920, Henry had moved to Port Neches, Texas (Jefferson County).  He was taking care of his ailing mother, Samantha Alford, who died at his home in Port Neches in 1921.  Henry received the mortuary account to bury his mother and assumed the responsibility to pay any indebtedness of his mother.  On January 3, 1924, Henry Miles Alford died in Jefferson County of heart disease.  His attending doctor was Dr. Welch, who had also been his mother’s doctor.  He was buried at Ramah Cemetery 3 miles east of Tenaha on US Highway 84 in Shelby County, Texas.  Leila Alford survived her husband and died in 1958, and is buried next to him at Ramah Cemetery. Henry and Leila had the following children:

(145a) Smithie Ola     (12/1891-unknown)       b. Shelby County, Texas    m. unknown

(145b) Thomas L.       (4/22/1892-7/1/1920)    b. Shelby County, Texas    m. unknown

(145c) Earnest B.       (5/1896-unknown)         b. Shelby County, Texas     m. unknown

(145d) Earl                 (7/1899-unknown)         b. Shelby County, Texas     m. unknown

(145e) Mattie Bell      (6/6/1909-1/4/1911)      b. Shelby County, Texas     m. died young

      (51) Julius Charles “Charley” Alford, son of William Henry Alford, was born on February 23, 1872 in Walton County, Florida.  He grew up in Holmes County in the late 1870s and early 1880s.  “Charley” moved to Shelby County, Texas with his parents in about 1882.  He married Lillie Brown (1876-?) in 1895 in Shelby County, Texas.  In 1900 the family was listed in Shelby County (near Center) living next door to his brother, Henry Miles Alford.  Living with them at this time, was Mirtie Brown, his wife’s sister.  Charles and Lillie Alford had the following children:

(145f) Teresa                 (1899-?   )                   b. Shelby County, Texas    m. unknown

(145g) Lela                    (1900-?   )                   b. Shelby County, Texas    m. unknown

      (52) Samantha Alford, daughter of William Henry Alford, named after her mother, was born in 1874 in Walton County, Florida.  Nothing further is known of her.

      (53) Sarah Alford, daughter of William Henry Alford, was born in Walton County or Holmes County, Florida in 1877.   Nothing further is known of her.

     (53a) Samuel B. Alford, son of William Henry Alford, was born on August 11, 1880 in Holmes County, Florida.   He went to Shelby County, Texas as a child with his parents in 1882.  He grew up in Shelby County, Texas, and married Ethel Murray  (1885-aft 1952 / b. Oklahoma) there in about 1902.  In 1900, Samuel was living as a single man in Newton County, Texas, just north of Beaumont (Jefferson County).  He was boarding with a man named W. George Smith and worked in a livery stable.  In 1910 (federal census) he was still a resident of Newton County, Texas, living with his wife, Ethyl, children and mother, Samantha M. Owens Alford.   Her husband, William Henry Alford, had died on October 23, 1897, probably in Newton County, Texas.  It appears, with children being born both in Louisiana and Texas, that Samuel moved around a lot in the early 1900s along the border area of the two states.  He probably followed jobs in the oil industry of the area.  Ethyl, his wife, apparently died around 1905 after giving birth to her son, Amos Alford.  Samuel was living in Newton County in 1920 (census) with his second wife, Mittie Sims (1895-bef 1952) and apparently lived in there until 1936, when he moved his family south to Beaumont, Texas (Jefferson County).  He lived at 119 East Lucas Drive in Beaumont for most of the rest of his life.  His death occurred while residing at Schlesinger’s Nursing Home in Beaumont, where he suffered from hypertension.  For most of his working years he was an engineer with the Sabine Tram Company in Beaumont, but turned to gardening during retirement.  On June 8, 1952 he died of a cerebral hemorrhage in Beaumont.  He is buried in Forrest Lawn Cemetery in Beaumont.   His wife, Mittie Sims Alford, had died prior to his death.  Samuel and Ethel Alford had the following children:

(145h) Murray         (1/14/1903-4/6/1935)    b. Newton County, Texas  m. Eleanor Kemp

(145i) Amos            (12/19/1904-8/1978)     b. Louisiana                        m. unknown

Samuel and Mittie Sims Alford had the following children:

(145j) Edgar Macon   (5/11/1919-11/4/1996)    b. Newton County, Texas   m. unknown

(145k) James             (1922-aft 1952)                b. Newton County, Texas m. unknown

(145l) Sybil              (1924-aft 1952)                 b. Newton County, Texas m. ? Starnes 

       Now, we will discuss the grandchildren of William Henry Alford, son of Job Alford.  We will start with the children of William Lafayette Alford.  (139) Savannah Alford, daughter of William Lafayette Alford, was born in 1872 in Holmes County, Florida.  According to the old Alfords, she married around 1891-92 and died giving birth to her first child around 1892.  Information on the 1900 census concerning her mother (number of children living), verifies her death before 1900.  Nothing else is known of her.

       (140) William Chorner Alford, oldest son of William Lafayette Alford, was born on May 17, 1874 in Holmes County, Florida near Lake Cassidy.  He appears to have been named after his Uncle Chorner Alexander Alford, who died as an infant in 1861.  In 1899 William Chorner married Hattie Scott (1/7/1886-4/2/1962) in Holmes County.  In 1900 he is listed on the Holmes County, Florida census in the Sandy Creek precinct.  William made a living as a day laborer in the turpentine industry.  Living with him at the time, was his brother Lovell Ezra Alford and his wife, Rebecca Nowling Alford.  A literate man, William Chorner Alford died as a relatively young man of a heart attack, on June 7, 1911 in Holmes County.  He is buried in Sandy Creek Baptist Church cemetery in Holmes County.  This is an old marker near the front gate.  Hattie Scott Alford later married Jesse Hardy.  She died of cancer about 1962 and is buried with her second husband at Sandy Creek Cemetery. William Chorner and Hattie Alford had two children:

(363) Annie L.            (7/3/1904-3/1983)         b. Holmes Co., Fla.  M. Joseph P. Hart

(363a) Millard Lewis  (10/15/1907-1/7/1969)  b. Holmes Co., Fla.  m. Thelma Etheridge

        (141) Charles Lovel Ezra Alford, son of William Lafayette Alford, was born on February 23, 1877 in Holmes County, Florida.  Named after his grandfather, Lovel Moore and Uncle Ezra Moore, he grew up in Holmes County, near Lake Cassidy, and married Rebecca Nowling (1/10/1885-1/20/1966 / b. Holmes County) in Walton County, Florida in 1900.  The 1885 Florida State Census shows him (listed as C.L.E. Alford) living with his parents in Holmes County, Florida.  In 1900 “Love” Alford and his wife were living with his older brother, William Chalmers Alford.  In 1917 he registered for the draft in Holmes County.  In 1920 “Love” was still living in Holmes County.  In about 1930 “Love” and Rebecca moved to Polk County, Florida to farm.  He stayed there until about 1932, when he moved back to the area and settled at Eucheaana in Walton County.  He stayed at Eucheeanna until about 1936, when he moved back to Holmes County near Ponce de Leon.  Rebecca died on January 20, 1966 in De Funiak Springs, Florida at Walton County Hospital.  After the death of his wife “Love” moved to Panama City, Florida, where he stayed with relatives.  After a short stay there he moved back home to stay with his son, William Purlis Alford.  By late 1967 he moved into the nursing home in Bonifay, Florida. “Love” died on July 15, 1968 in Bonifay (Holmes County).  “Love” Alford, an avid fisherman, was a very religious man and was a member of Sandy Creek Baptist Church.  Several people had said he was one of the best men they ever knew.  “Love” and Rebecca are both buried at Sandy Creek Baptist Church Cemetery in Holmes County.  They had the following children:

(364) Amanda “Birdie” (9/2/1902-1930)   b. Holmes County, Fla.   m. Webb Bishop

(365) William Purlis  (1/8/1903-3/6/1994) b. Holmes County, Fla.   m. Myra Murphy

(366) Grady               (1906-1975)              b. Holmes County, Fla.   m. Dolly Willis

(367) Lowery L. “Doc” (10/15/1910-3/28/1998) b. Holmes Co.,Fla. m. Alma Jordan

(368) Linol Hugh       (1915-alive )            b. Holmes County, Fla.  m. Thelma McCants

(369) Roy                   (5/25/1925-11/1974 )  b. Holmes County, Fla.   m. Eileen Bryant

       (142) Elizabeth Alice Alford, daughter of William Lafayette Alford, was born in September 1882 in Holmes County, Florida.  She grew up in the Sandy Creek area of Holmes County, just northwest of Ponce de Leon.  In 1900 she was living with her mother, Cathrerine Alford, in Westville.  She married around 1918 and died giving birth to her first child, as her older sister, Savannah, had.  Nothing else is known of her.

              Another son of William Henry Alford was Thomas James Alford, born in 1857 in Pike County, Alabama.  His oldest child was (143) Margaret Louise Alford, named after her maternal grandmother, Margaret Louise Neal.  She was born in July 1877 in Holmes County, Florida.  In 1900 she was still living with her mother in Westville, Florida.  Around 1903, she married Herbert Thorton (?-?) in Holmes County.  Nothing else is known of the family.

        (144) William David Alford, son of Thomas James Alford, named after both of his grandfathers, was born on April 17, 1879 (death certificate) in Holmes County, Florida.  In 1900 he was listed on the Holmes County federal census, as living with his mother.  His father had gone to Texas for a while.  At this time he made his living as a day laborer in the turpentine industry.  In 1917 William registered for the draft in Holmes County.  In 1920, William was listed on the federal census as a boarder of Julian Cooey in Holmes County.  He later became a railroad worker, a lifetime occupation in which he retired from in the late 1940s.  In later years William lived in Perry, Florida (Taylor County).  He died on April 5, 1958 (death certificate) in Perry at Doctors Memorial Hospital.  He is buried at Woodlawn Cemetery in Perry.  William David never married.

        Now we will look at the grandchildren of William Henry Alford, through his son, Samuel B. Alford.  
       (145h) Murray Alford, son of Samuel B. Alford, was born on January 14, 1903 in Newton County, Texas.   He grew up there and married Eleanor Alice Kemp (8/15/1909-unknown / b. Elkhart, Indiana) (date unknown).  By 1930 Murray had moved to St. Louis, Missouri.  Sometime around 1933 Murray moved to Syracuse, New York (Onanoga County) and was living there on Liverpool Road in 1933.  In 1933 he became a hotel manager there and worked at that occupation until his death.  Murray was killed in an automobile accident on April 8, 1935 in Onanoga County, New York.  His children were:

(370) Paul Orval        (4/30/1930-alive)   b. St. Louis, Missouri  m. Jacqueline Speckman

        (145i) Amos Alford, son of Samuel B. Alford, was born on December 19, 1904 (SSDI) in Louisiana.  In 1920 he was living with his parents in Newton County, Texas.  He married Thelma ? (5/6/1907-12/1985) (place and date unknown).  In 1952, at the time of his father’s death, Amos was living in Chicago, Illinois, whre he lived until his death.  He died in August 1978 in Cook County, Illinois.  His last residence was Palos Heights, a suburb of Chicago.  His wife survived him and died in 1985 in Cook County.  Nothing further is known of him.

        (145j) Edgar Macon Alford, son of Samuel B. Alford, was born on May 11,1919 in

Newton County, Texas.  In 1952 Edgar was living in Los Angeles, California, where he died on November 4, 1996.  Nothing else is known of him.

        (145k) James Alford, son of Samuel B. Alford and his second wife, Mittie, was born around 1922 in Newton County, Texas.  He grew up in Newton County and as a teenager, in Beaumont, Texas (Jefferson County).  In 1952, at the time of his father’s death, he was living in Galveston, Texas.  Nothing else is known of him.

        (145l) Sybil Alford, daughter of Samuel B. and Mittie Alford, was born in 1924 in Newton County, Texas.  She grew up there and, later, as a teenager, in Beaumont, Texas.  She married a Mr. Starnes (?-?) in Beaumont, and was living there in 1952.     

     Now let’s look at the grandchildren of William Lafayette Alford, son of William  Alford, youngest son of Job Alford.  We will start with the children of William Chorner Alford.

      (363) Annie L. Alford, daughter of William Chorner Alford, was born on July 3, 1904 in Holmes County, Florida.  She grew up in the Bridge Creek area of Holmes County.  After the death of her father, William Chorner Alford, she was raised by her mother and stepfather, Jesse J. Hardy.  In 1925, Annie married Pleasant Hart.  By 1945 (Florida State census), Annie and “Plez” Hart had moved to De Funiak Springs, Florida (Walton County).  Annie died in March 1983 in De Funiak Springs, and her husband died one month before her.  They had the following children: Wilburn C. Hart (1926-unknown), Helen L. Hart (1928-unknown), Muriel Hart (1930-unknown), Donald Hart (1933-unknown), Arnold Hart (1936-unknown), Annie Jo Hart (1943-unknown), and Willie Jean Hart (1945-unknown). 

      (363a) Millard Lewis Alford, son of William Chorner Alford, was born on October 15, 1907 in Holmes County, Florida.  After the death of his father,  he was raised by his mother and stepfather, Jesse J. Hardy.  He grew up in Holmes County and married Thelma Etheridge (3/20/1914-6/30/1951) about 1929 in Holmes County.  In 1935 (Florida State Census), Millard lived in the Bridge Creek area of Holmes County, where he owned his home and ran a small farm.  In the late 1930s or early 1940s, he moved to De Funiak Springs in Walton County.  For most of his years in De Funiak Springs, Millard worked as an automobile mechanic for Rivard Chevrolet Company.  His wife Thelma died in 1951 and he lived as a widower until his death on January 7, 1969 in De Funiak Springs, Florida.  He is buried at Sandy Creek Cemetery 6 miles northwest of Ponce de Leon in Holmes County.  His children were:

(616a) Lynell                 (1929-1938)           b. Holmes County, Fla.      m. died young

(617) Glenn Millard      (1/10/1935-alive)    b. Holmes County, Fla       m. June Day

(618) Tullis Everett       (1/10/1937-alive)    b. Holmes County, Fla.      m. Beverly Rau

(618a) Lewis Randall   (6/30/1943-alive)    b. Walton Co., Fla.             M. Phylis Mount (618b) Ellene                 (5/23/1944-alive)   b. Walton County, Fla.       M. George Bryan

(618c) James Richard    (8/11/1945-alive)   b. Walton County, Fla.       M. Pat ?

(618d) Carolyn Sue        (6/5/1951-alive)    b. Walton County, Fla.        M. Ronald Bryan

     Next we have the children of Lovel Ezra “Love” Alford, son of William Lafayette Alford.  (364) Amanda “Birdie” Alford, oldest child of “Love” Alford, was born on September 2, 1902 in Holmes County, Florida near Ponce de Leon.  She grew up there and married Webb Bishop around 1920 in Holmes County.  By 1928 the couple had moved to Eucheeanna in Walton County.  “Birdie” Alford died in Walton County in 1930 after giving birth to her last child of fever.  She is buried at Sandy Creek Cemetery.  Birdie and Webb Bishop had the following children: Dorothy Bishop (?-?), Dalton Bishop (?-?), William L. Bishop (?-alive / b. Holmes County / m. Elizabeth McDonald / children: William Bishop, Terry Bishop), and Betty Bishop (?-alive / b. Holmes County / m. Joe Granger / children: Roy Granger, Larry granger, and Michael Granger).

      (365) William Purlis Alford, son of Lovel Ezra Alford, was born on January 8, 1903 in Holmes County, Florida.  He grew up there and married Myra Belle Murphy (7/23/1911-alive / b. Holmes County) in Holmes County on February 19, 1932.  In 1935 (Florida State census), he owned his home and ran a small farm in Holmes County.  They raised their family and lived all their lives in the Bridge Creek settlement near Ponce de Leon.  William Purlis died on March 6, 1994 of a heart attack at home as he was about to go to church.  He is buried at Sandy Creek Cemetery in Holmes County, Florida 12 miles northwest of Ponce de Leon.  He had the following children:

(619) William Gerald  (9/17/1934-alive)   b. Holmes County, Florida   m. never married
(620) Elizabeth Ann   (7/28/1936-alive)   b. Holmes County, Florida   m. Malcolm Laird

(621) Charles, Sr.      (12/5/1939-alive)     b. Holmes County, Florida   m. Joyce Weeks

(622) Wayne Lamar   (1941-alive)            b. Holmes County, Florida   m. Faye ?

(623) Earl Murphy     (1943-alive)            b. Holmes County, Florida   m. Debbie Legrone

(624) David Eugene, Sr (1/10/1948-alive)  b. Holmes County, Florida   m. Vonnie Jacobs

      (366) Grady Alford, son of Lovel Ezra Alford, was born in 1906 in Holmes County, Florida.  He spent his teenage years in the Bridge Creek area of Holmes County, but moved with his parents to Polk County, Florida (Lakeland) in 1930.   Here he met and married Dolly Willis (?-?) in 1936.  Grady was in the hotel  business as a young man, but later became a preacher in the Church of God (Holiness) and remained in the Lakeland area for the rest of his life.  In about 1975 he died of a heart attack while visiting his two daughters in Alaska.  Grady was b uried in Lakeland.  Grady and Dolly Alford had the following children:

(625) Yvonne            (2/1937-alive)        b. Polk County, Fla.             m. never married

(626) Trudy               (1938-alive)           b. Polk County, Fla.             m. never married

      (367) Lowery Lovel “Doc” Alford, son of Lovel Ezra Alford, was born on October 15, 1910 in Holmes County, Florida.  He grew up there, but moved as a young man with his parents to Polk County, Florida in 1930.  On April 8, 1933 in Gainesville, Florida he married Alma Jordan.  “Doc” made a living as a heavy equipment operator for a construction company.  During this time the couple moved from palce to place in central Florida.  In 1936 they were living at Lake Geneva, Florida (Clay County).  In about 1940 “Doc” decided to move back to Holmes County, where he bought a farm from his first cousin Annie Hart and her husband “Plez.”  He was living in the Bridge Creek settlement near Ponce de Leon in Holmes County in 1978.  I had the pleasure of interviewing him and his wife at their home that year.  “Doc” Alford died at home on March 28, 1998 and is buried at Sandy Creek Cemetery in Holmes County.  Alma Alford, his wife, is still living in the same house today (2001).  Their children included:

(627) Alvin Ezra (1/13/1936-alive)   b. Clay County, Florida     m. Mary Riddles

(628) Mary Edwina (3/6/1938-alive) b. Polk County, Florida     m. Emory Hammond

(629) Clyde Adrian (9/18/1943-1/29/1978) b. Walton Co., Fla.  m. Jonice Slaughter

       (368) Linol Hugh Alford, son of Lovel Ezra Alford, was born in 1915 in Holmes County, Florida.  He grew up there and later in Polk County, Florida, after his parents moved there in 1930.  In about 1939, Linol Hugh married Thelma McCants (?-? in Plant City, Florida.  Today (2001) he lives in Cleveland, Tennessee where he is a retired Church of God minister. I know nothing else about him.  Their children were:

(630) Delton       (1940-alive)               b. Lakeland, Fla.          m. Myrna ?

(631) Tannice     (1942-alive)               b. Lakeland, Fla.          m. Paul Duncan

       (369) Roy Alford, son of Lovel Ezra Alford, was born on May 25,1925 in Holmes County, Florida.  His childhood was spent there, and later in Polk County, where his parents moved to in 1930.  In about 1936 the family returned to Holmes County.  He soon met and married Eileen Bryant in Walton County (date unknown).  In 1943 Roy went off to serve in the Army during World War II.  After the war he worked for a chain of restaurants that eventually took him to Pensacola, Florida, where he lived for a good while.  Roy also ran stores in Pensacola.  In November 1974, Roy died of a heart attack in Muscle Shoals, Alabama.  He is buried at the National Cmemetery in Penscacola.  His children were:

(632) Debbie      (?-?)                     b. Escambia County, Fla.          m. unknown

(633) Brenda      (?-?)                     b. Escambia County, Fla.          m. unknown

           Now we turn to the grandchildren of Samuel B. Alford, son of William Henry  Alford, through his son, Murray Alford.

         (370) Paul Orval Alford, son of Murray Alford, was born on April 30, 1930 in St. Louis, Missouri.  In 1933, his family moved to Syracuse, New York, where his father was killed in an automobile wreck in 1935.  After the death of his father, his widowed mother apparently moved  back to Indiana, where her parents lived.  He married Jaqueline Speckman (8/24/1929-alive / b. Dearborn County, Indiana) (date and location unknown).  Nothing further is known of them, except that he lives in Indiana.

          (617) Glenn Millard Alford, son of Millard Lewis Alford, was born on January 10, 1935 in Holmes County, Florida.  Glenn moved as a young child to De Funiak Springs, Florida (Walton County) around 1940 with his parents.  He grew up there and married first June Day (?-?) in 1952.  He divorced her and later married Barbara Brownlee.  He has married three more times.  In about 1962 Glenn moved to Houston, Texas, where he still lives today (2001).  He is a truck driver by occupation.  Glennand June had the following children:

(763g) Gregory                 (?-?)      b. unknown              m. unknown

(763h) Cindy                     (?-?)      b. unknown             m. unknown

(763I) Ronald                    (?-?)      b. unknown              m. unknown

Glen and Barbara had the following children:

(763j) Jeannie                   (?-?)       b. unknown               m. unknown

(763k) Mark                      (?-?)       b. unknown              m. unknown

          (618) Tullis Everett Alford, son of Millard Lewis Alford, was born on January 10, 1937 in Holmes County, Florida.  Around 1940 he moved with his parents, to De Funiak Springs, where he grew up.  He married Beverly Rau (?-?) (date and place unknown).  In about 1962 he moved to Pasadena, Texas where he lives today (2001).  He owns an automobile repair shop, called “A Garage”.  Nothing else is known of him.

          (618a) Lewis Randall Alford, son of Millard Lewis Alford, was born on June 30, 1943 in Walton County, Florida.   He grew up in De Funiak Springs (Walton County) and married first in about 1964 Myrtle Lee Duke (?-?) (location unknown).  His second wife was Bobbie Adkisson (?-?), who he married about 1976.  His current wife is Phylis Mount (?-alive), who he married around 1982.  Lewis has owned several small businesses, including a logging truck operation.  He currently lives in De Funiak Springs, Florida (2001).  Lewis and Myrtle had the following children:

(763l) Chuck                (1965-alive)          b. unknown                         m. not married

(763m) Lisa                  (1966-alive)         b. unknown                          m. Mark Martin

(763n) Randall             (1969-alive)         b. unknown                           m. not married

(763o) Terry                 (1970-alive)         b. unknown                           m. not married

Lewis Randall and Bobbie had the following children:

(763p) Bobbie Gail       (1977-alive)        b. unknown                            m. not married

(763q) James Everett     (1978-alive)       b. unknown                            m. not married

Lewis Randall and Phylis had one child:

(763r) Michael               (1984-alive)       b. unknown                             m. not married

          (618b) Ellene Alford, daughter of Millard Lewis Alford, was born on May 23, 1944 in Walton County, Florida.  She grew up in De Funiak Springs and married George Bryan (?-alive) on September 11, 1959.  Today (2001) she lives in Niceville, Florida (Okaloosa County).  Her husband owns an electrical shop.  Ellene and George Bryan have the following children: Kathy Gail Bryan (5/5/1960-alive), Brenda Cheryl Bryan (5/5/1961-alive), Sherry Ellene Bryan (4/8/1962-alive), and Vance Howard Bryan (2/8/1964-alive).

          (618c) James Richard Alford, son of Millard Lewis Alford, was born on August 11, 1945 in De Funiak Springs, Florida (Walton County).  He currently lives in Pasadena, Texas (2001).  Nothing else is known of him.

          (618d) Carolyn Sue Alford, daughter of Millard Lewis Alford, was born on June 5, 1951 in Walton County, Florida.  She grew up in De Funiak Springs and married Ronald Bryan (?-alive).  She currently lives in De Funiak Springs, Florida.

          Now we look at the children of William Purlis Alford, son of Lovell Ezra, son of William Lafayette, son of William Henry, son of Job Alford.

         (619) William Jerald Alford, son of William Purlis Alford, was born in 1934 in Holmes County, Florida near the Bridge Creek area.  The 1935 Florida State census, lists him as less than one year old.  Nothing else is known of him.

         (620) Ann Alford, daughter of William Purlis Alford, was born in 1936 in Holmes County, Florida.  She grew up in the Bridge Creek area of Holmes County and married Malcolm Laird (date and location unknown).  I do not know there wherabouts, but they are still alive.  Ann and Malcolm Laird had the following children: Donna Laird (10/21/1960-alive  / b. unknown / m. unknown), Debra Ann Laird (11/16/1962-alive  / b. unknown / m. unknown), and Pamela Dawn Laird (12/17/1968-alive / b. unknown / m. unknown).

        (621) Charles Ezra Alford, Sr., son of William Purlis Alford, was born on December 5, 1939 in Holmes County, Florida.  He grew up there and married Joyce Weeks (2/8/1945-alive).  They currently live in Panama City, Florida, where Charles owns a Goodyear Tire store:

(764) Charles Ezra, Jr.     (1/7/1964-alive)   b. unknown         m. never married

(765) James Gregory       (3/26/1968-alive) b. unknown         m. Tonya Oliver

        (622) Lamar Alford, son of William Purlis Alford, was born in 1941 in an unknown location.  Nothing further is known about him.

        (623) Earl Alford, son of William Purlis Alford, was born in 1943 in Holmes County, Florida.  He grew up there and married Debbie Lagrone (?-?) in Holmes County (date unknown).  After marriage he moved his new family to De Funiak Springs, where he started a construction company.  The Earl Alford Construction Company is still the largest in the Walton/Holmes County area.  Earl is seperated from his first wife.  His only child is:

(766) Clint Allen         (3/10/1970-alive)  b. Holmes County, Fla.   m. Bridget Kolmetz

         (624) David Alford, son of William Purlis Alford, was born in 1948 in Holmes County, Florida.  He grew up in the Holmes and Walton County, Florida area and married Vonnie Jacobs (?-alive) (date and location unknown).  In 1978 David and Vonnie were living in De Funiak, Springs, Florida.  I am not sure of their current residence.  They have the following children:

(767) David, Jr.          (10/29/1976-alive)   b. Walton County, Fla.    m. unknown

        Now for the children of Grady Alford, son of Lovell Ezra, son of William Lafayette, son of William Henry, son of Job Alford.

         (625) Yvonne Alford, daughter of Grady Alford, was born in February 1937 in Polk County, Florida.  She was a very successful businesswoman and traveled all over the world, but never married.  She lives in Lakeland, Florida today (2001).  Nothing else is known of her.    

         (626) Trudy Alford, daughter of Grady Alford, was born in 1938 in Polk County, Florida (Lakeland).  She was a very successful businesswoman and traveled all over the world, but never married.  She lives in Lakeland, Florida today (2001).  Nothing else is known of her.    Nothing else is known of her.

          Now we move to the children of Lowery Lovel “Doc” Alford, son of Lovell Ezra, son of William Lafayette Alford.

         (627) Alvin Ezra Alford, son of Lowery Lovel Alford, was born on  January 13, 1936 in Clay County, Florida.  After his parents move back to Holmes County, he grew up in the Bridge Creek area of Holmes County, near Ponce de Leon and married Mary Riddles (?-alive) at Leonia (Holmes County) in about 1969.  He lives in Panama City, Florida (Bay County) today (2001).  Alvin and Mary have the following children:

(768) Laura               (3/25/1970-alive)     b. unknown                 m. unknown

(769) Lelia                (3/17/1973-alive)     b. unknown                 m. unknown

        (628) Mary Edwina Alford, daughter of Lowery Lovel Alford, was born on March 6, 1938 in Polk County, Florida (Lakeland).  After her parents return to Holmes County in 1940, she grew up in the Holmes and Walton County, Florida area and in 1959 married Emory Hammond (?-?) in Holmes County.  Edwina and Emory currently (2001) live in De Funiak Springs, Florida.  They have the following children: William Lowery Hammond (1/12/1960-alive  / b. Walton County, Fla. / m. Sheila Sue Slagle / children: Jaretta Kay Hammond b.1984, Jimmie Beth Hammond b. 1988), Winona Carol Hammond (4/29/1961-alive / b. Walton County, Fla. / m. Steve Richardson b. 4/29/1961 / children: Robert Wesley Richardson b. 1986, Devin Shea Richardson b. 1991), and Robert Emory Hammond (5/17/1964-alive / b. Walton County / m. Ella Gilette / children: Justin Robert Hammond b. 1988).

        (629) Clyde Adrian Alford, son of Lowery Lovel Alford, was born on September 14, 1943 at Lakeside Hospital in Walton County, Florida (De Funiak Springs).  He grew up in Holmes County and married Jonice Slaughter (?-?) of Westville, Florida in 1963 in Westville.  Clyde, a life long resident of Ponce de Leon, Florida in Holmes County, worked most of his life as a Coca Cola salesman in De Funiak Springs, Florida.  I worked one summer as his helper; he was very dedicated to his job and family.  He died January 29, 1978 and is buried at Sandy Creek Baptist Church Cemetery in western Holmes County, near Ponce de Leon.  His children were:

(770) Anthony Adrian       (5/17/1964-alive)   b. Walton County, Fla.  m. Carol Free

(771) Timothy Clyde        (2/6/1968-alive)      b. Walton County, Fla.  m. Tanya Lindsey

         We now move to the children of Linol Hugh Alford, son of Lovel Ezra, son of William Lafayette, son of William Henry, son of Job Alford.

         (630) Delton Alford, son of Linol Hugh Alford, was born in 1940 in Lakeland, Florida.  He grew up there and married Myrna ? (?-?) (date and location unknown).  His current staus is unknown.  Delton had the following children:

(772) Susan                 (?-?)                        b. Unknown                     m. Unknown

(773) Candice              (?-?)                       b. Unknown                     m. Unknown

         (631) Tannice Alford, daughter of Linol Hugh Alford, was born in in 1942 in Lakeland, Florida.  She grew up in the Lakeland area, where she married Paul Duncan (?-?) (date unknown).  Nothing else is known about her.

         Now we cover the children of Roy Alford, son of Lovell Ezra Alford, son of William Lafayette Alford.

         (632) Deborah Alford, daughter of Roy Alford, was born in Walton County, Florida at an unknown time.  She married Richard ? (?-?) (date unknown).  Nothing else is known about her.

         (633) Brenda Alford, daughter of Roy Alford, was born in Walton County, Florida at an unknown time.  She married Charles Young (date and location unknown).  Nothing further is known of her.

         We now turn back to the descendents of Francis Marion Alford, Sr., son of Turner, son of Job Alford.  We look first at the grandchildren of Bundin Dempsey Alford, grandson of Francis Marion Alford, Sr.   We look first at the children of James Alton Alford.

         (635) Sharon Jolene Alford, daughter of James Alton Alford, was born on April 24, 1945 in New Hampshire (possibly Seabarth).  On May 30, 1947 Sharon was listed as living in Madison, Maine in the Report of Death of her father, James Alton Alford.  According to letter from Heggestad & Driessen, Attorneys at Law, on October 22, 1948, Sharon was in the process of being adopted, possibly in Madison, Wisconsin, home of the law firm.  Nothing else is known of her.

         (636) Bruce Alford, son of James Alton Alford, was born on January 22, 1947 in New Hampshire.  In 1947, he was living in Madison, Maine, along with his sister, Sharon, presumably with his mother.  He too was undergoing adoption procedures in 1948, in Madison, Wisconsin.  Nothing else is known of him.

Note: If any Alford descendents can help refine this document further please e-mail me any corrections or additions at jrogers791@aol.com.  I would say that this document is 98% accurate, but I would like to make it 100% accurate.  With your help I can.

Thanks,

John A. Rogers

Native of Ponce de leon

